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Chapter One 


Author's Notes: 

This is a vignette prompted by a particular scene in Live At Pompei: The Director\'s Cut from the section at 
Studio Europasonor, where some of the performance was filmed as well as overdubbing for the Pompeii 
footage. 


The bonhomie established by fresh oysters and Belgian ale was nevertheless undermined by Adrian's relentless 
questioning. Because they were hungry they all decided to stonewall their director with sarcasm and absurdist 
dialogue. Roger especially was particularly resistant to any type of conversational probing, but even moreso 
during supper. 


They were amusing one another, naturally, after the day's tedium of overdubbing which was even more 
difficult to achieve when synching those bits and pieces to the actual film. Endless bouts of counting off 
everything so it could be done just at the right time. Endless flubs caused by fatigue and frustration 


But Adrian's conversational subtext - the focus of which had to do with interpersonal relationships - was 
cutting a little too close to good manners so engrained by the national psyche they might as well be genetic. 


Adrian was French, which meant he had no real idea of the English tendency towards ignoring anything which 


seemed too nakedly honest. 


He had asked how much time the band spent together when they weren't working, which prompted David to 
point out that they didn't live together nor did they even live in the general vicinity of one another. 


Adrian commented, "But you've been going together for so long." 


David interjected, mocking the cultural gap inherent in the use of that particular phrase, and they all laughed. 
He seemed to enjoy taking the piss on Adrian, perhaps because the camera was on him more than he would 
have preferred. David then teased again, looking at Roger and adding, "Going steady." But all that would be 


witnessed later was the comment, not the context. A sly voice off-camera. 


More chuckles as Roger regained the high ground by insisting "We work together, occasionally." His comments 
would then digress to the sardonic, but the camera was focused on Rick, who was attempting serious 


consideration. 
"We have a great understanding of each other." 


His apparent nervousness was not, as it appeared, caused by the line of inquiry but rather the look he spied 
between Roger and David. A sort of jocular yet embarrassed acknowledgement of something which would likely 


forever remain unspoken. 


Or so one would hope. Rick kept talking, with an internal plea for the camera to remain where it was rather 
than focus yet again on two people so compelling that they couldn't help but be compelled towards one another 
as well. And it was becoming increasingly difficult to employ that strategy of willful ignorance they claimed 
made all disagreements ultimately surmountable. 


"And a tolerance," Rick continued, which was probably the closest he came to being completely forthright that 
year, much less the moment in time when the camera honed in on his expression of distant diplomacy. 


